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Economists  in  the  last  30  days  now  generally  concede  that 
the  country  has  more  than  just  a  "rolling  adjustment”  to 
deal  with.  Antidepression  guns  were  being  aimed  to  check 
the  business  slide.  A  f3  billion  emergency  pump  priming 
housing  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Senate,  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  which  would  greatly  ease  credit  for  home  buyers 
and  home  builders.  The  Federal  Reserve  again  reduced  the 
discount  rate  to  2)4%  in  three  large  eastern  centers. 
Another  new  bill  was  being  readied  to  expand  government 
highway  outlays  by  more  than  $1  billion  in  fiscal  1969. 
The  drive  for  a  tax  cut  gained  steam  in  Congress.  And 
President  Eisenhower  recommended  an  extension  of  jobless 
benefits  from  26  to  39  weeks  at  federal  expense. 

Meanwhile  on  the  business  front,  unemployment  con¬ 
tinued  to  grow  and  income  from  wages  and  salaries  to  de¬ 
cline— but  at  a  slower  rate  due  to  unemployment  compensa¬ 
tion.  The  steel  production  rate  seems  to  be  bumping 
along  the  bottom  at  barely  over  50%  capacity.  Sew  car 
sales  for  the  first  two  months  were  discouraging  with 
Detroit  predicting  now  that  1958  probably  won’t  chalk  up 
much  over  5,000,000  new  units.  February  showing  busi- 
nesswise  was  not  helped  by  the  siege  of  extremely  bad 
weather  experienced  by  much  of  the  eastern  half  of  the 
nation. 

On  the  brighter  side,  construction  expenditures  for 
the  first  two  months,  according  to  government  figures, 
totaled  $6.3  billion,  which  is  a  record  for  the  two-month 
period.  In  the  first  week  of  March,  Douglas  fir  plywood 
orders  hit  an  all-time  high  for  any  single  week— in  an 
industry  that  has  been  suffering  for  many  months.  A  sur¬ 
vey  by  the  Wall  Street  Journal  indicates  that  chain  food 
stores  are  enjoying  a  moderate  increase  in  sales  and 
earnings  for  the  first  two  months  of  *50 — indicating  that 
customers  are  not  yet  trimming  food  budgets.  And 
Electrical  West’s  spot  check  of  Western  manufacturers’ 
representatives  revealed  a  surprisingly  high  degree  of 
■  satisfaction  with  the  way  that  electrical  equipment  busi¬ 
ness  has  been  moving  thus  far  this  year. 


Leo  Harvey,  president  of  Porcelain  Insulator  Co.  of  Lima, 

R.  Y. ,  was  fatally  injured  on  March  13.  Details  of  the 
accident  were  not  available  as  this  was  written.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harvey  had  just  returned  from  a  trip  to  California, 
where  he  visited  with  his  many  friends  in  the  Western 
utility  fraternity. 

San  Diego  Gas  &  Electric  Co.  is  defendant  in  a  suit  filed  by 
the  County  of  San  Diego  as  an  outgrowth  of  a  California 
Supreme  Court  decision  (reversing  two  lower  court  deci¬ 
sions)  that  the  company  was  operating  as  a  county-wide 
unified  system  and  that  the  franchise  tax  of  2%  of  gross 
receipts  should  have  been  computed  on  all  revenue.  The 
suit  is  aimed  to  recover  $228,165  in  franchise  taxes 
against  the  company  for  the  period  1922  to  1946.  The 
county  will  argue  that  the  Supreme  Court  formula  should 


Retroactive 
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be  applied  to  earlier  years  even  though  the  normal  five- 
year  statute  of  limitations  has  run  out  because  the  com¬ 
pany  did  not  give  a  full  statement  of  its  revenues  prior 
to  1947.  The  period  from  1947  to  date  was  settled  in  an 
earlier  case.  And  the  question  now  is  Just  how  far  back 
court  decisions  can  be  applied  retroactively. 


Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  was  authorized  to  meet  competi¬ 
tive  public  power  rates  in  the  area  around  Shasta  Dam, 
which  also  is  served  by  the  Shasta  Dam  area  PUD.  In  per¬ 
mitting  the  privately  owned  utility  to  meet  public  power 
competition,  the  CPUC  order  reminded  the  company  that 
losses  which  may  be  incurred  in  serving  the  area  at  the 
reduced  rate  would  not  be  a  charge  against  other  cus¬ 
tomers  outside  the  special  rate  area  and  that  in  future 
rate  proceedings  over-all  presentations  of  gross  revenues 
would  have  to  be  the  equivalent  of  those  which  would  be 
produced  in  such  areas  if  system-wide  rate  schedules  were 
applied  thereto.  The  Shasta  Dam  area  concerned  includes 
1,384  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  customers  and  the  reduced 
competitive  rate  amounts  to  about  27J6  reduction — Just 
about  the  amount  the  company  pays  in  taxes  normally. 


*  *  *  * 


Senate  Bill  3114  is  in  the  hopper.  It  would  amend  the 
Bonneville  Project  Act  of  1937  to  establish  a  Federal 
Columbia  Valley  Development  Corp.  Basically  it  provides 
for  a  federal  autocracy  administered  by  five  directors 
appointed  by  the  President,  one  director  from  each  of  the 
states  of  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana  and  Idaho  and  one 
director  at  large  who  would  be  the  chairman.  The  FCVDC 
would  have  complete  control  over  all  the  waters  of  the 
Columbia  River  watershed  and  its  tributaries,  all  of  the 
electrical  energy  generated  from  federal  hydroelectric 
projects  and  other  power  facilities  in  the  Pacific  North¬ 
west,  all  of  the  revenues  from  the  power  sales  and,  in 
addition,  would  have  authority  to  issue  bonds  to  finance 
federal  construction  of  future  power  generating  facili¬ 
ties,  generating  and  transmission  facilities. 

So  sweeping  are  its  economic  powers  over  the  area,  the 
Pacific  Northwest  Development  Assn,  has  commented  ’’that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  act  that  would  prevent  it,  if 
administered  by  zealous  public  ownership  advocates,  from 
completely  nationalizing  our  basic  energy  producing  in¬ 
dustry  and,  through  it,  other  industries  in  the  region.” 


Public  Service  Co.  of  Colorado  was  granted  a  20-year-gas  and 
electric  franchise  by  the  residents  of  Thornton,  Colo.,-  a 
suburb  north  of  Denver.  The  vote  was  a  whopping  1,547  to 
136  in  a  special  election  called  after  the  city  council 
voted  unanimously  Oct.  14,  1957,  to  grant  the  franchise 
to  Public  Service. 

The  Union  Rural  Electric  Assn.,  an  REA  cooperative, 
had  also  sought  the  franchise.  Opponents  of  the  REA  pro- 
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posal  questioned  the  ability  of  the  cooperative  to  obtain 
a  comparable  electric  power  supply,  to  finance  construc¬ 
tion  of  an  electric  distribution  system  and  to  provide 
adequate  customer  service. 


*  *  *  * 


The  Year  of  the  Dog  is  the  way  the  Chinese  refer  to  1958. 
With  11  months’  FPC  figures  available,  we’ve  once  again 
called  on  the  IBM  computer  to  pick  a  magic  number — 
121,088,024,000  kwh.  Here  is  a  list  of  the  lucky  dogs 
that  are  closest  to  this  number.  If  one  of  these  men 
isn’t  the  lucky  dog,  it’s  a  cinch  he’ll  be  doggone  close 
in  Electrical  West’s  Kwh  contest. 


1.  J.  C.  BUir,  Vendor 

2.  K.  Slade,  PG  and  E 

3.  W.  A.  Veit,  Ediion 

4.  V.  E.  Farley,  Idaho  Power 

5.  W.  M.  Johnston,  PG  and  E 


6.  V.  V.  Lyman,  Cal  Pac 

7.  E.  C.  Cortis,  Vendor 

8.  C.  Sweeny,  Vendor 

9.  R.  J.  TarbcU,  San  Diego  GAE 

10.  R.  W.  Hunt,  Vendor 


Utah  Power  &  Light  announced  its  next  generating  addition 
to  be  a  150,000-kw  unit  to  be  located  adjacent  to  the 
coal  fields  of  the  Kemmerer  Coal  Co.  in  Wyoming.  Con¬ 
struction  of  facilities  will  begin  this  year,  with 
commercial  operation  scheduled  some  time  in  1963. 
Transmission  lines  from  the  station  will  link  the  town 
of  Kemmerer  to  Evanston  and  Ogden.  Coal  and  water  sup¬ 
plies  available  would  be  sufficient  to  operate  three 
units  totaling  450  mw.  The  announcement  indicates  an 
estimated  annual  output  of  one  billion  kwh  for  a  cost  of 
about  $2,400,000 — that’s  mighty  close  to  four  mills. 


The  Priest  Rapids  Dam  advisory  committee  recently  voted  to 
proceed  with  construction  of  Wanapum  Dam,  17  miles  up¬ 
stream  from  Grant  County  PDD’s  Priest  Rapids  project. 

A  final  decision  to  go  ahead  is  pending  with  the  PUD 
commission,  but  the  advisory  committee  representing  the 
12  power  purchasers’  interest  in  the  power  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  step  forward.  Glenn  Smothers,  manager  of  the  PUD, 
believes  that  construction  could  be  under  way  by  May 
1959. 


A  revised  schedule  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers  places  1969  as 
a  tentative  schedule  of  the  first  unit  at  John  Day.  Com¬ 
pletion  is  scheduled  for  mid-1971.  The  next  six  fiscal 
years’  anticipated  $2,000,000  appropriation  will  be  used 
for  access  roads,  relocation  of  railroads  and  highways, 
and  further  engineering  design. 


Ben  Franklin  Dam  is  still  under  construction  according  to 
Owen  Hurd,  managing  director  of  the  Washington  Public 
Power  Supply  System.  The  AEC  is  taking  a  look  at  a  lower 
dam,  which  might  resolve  the  possibility  of  flooding  the 
Hanford  Works. 


Unable  to  win  sponsorship  of  its  proposed  Wells  hydroelec¬ 
tric  project  by  the  Washington  Public  Power  Supply  System 
on  its  own  terms,  the  Douglas  County  PUD  of  East  We¬ 
natchee,  Wash.,  announced  that  it  would  proceed  with  the 
414,000-kw  Columbia  River  project  by  itself.  The  PUD  is 
currently  arranging  financing  to  complete  engineering 
studies  and  arrange  for  the  sale  of  power.  They  feel 
that  construction  could  begin  in  1960. 
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G-B’b  $3  .000.000  computer  deT?artment  •plant,  to  te  "built  in 
Deer  Valley  Park,  northwest  of  Phoenix,  will  double 
the  size  of  its  existing  operation  in  that  area  and 
add  about  150  technicians  to  the  staff,  according  to 
R.  H.  Oldfield  Jr, ,  general  manager.  Ground  will  be 
broken  in  May,  with  completion  scheduled  for  next 
January.  Designers  have  made  effective  use  of  con¬ 
trast;  will  place  a  garden- type  building  surrounded 
by  broad  lawns  on  the  160-acre  desert  site. 


Anaconda  expects  to  complete  its  Orange,  Calif.,  warehouse 
by  early  April,  This  building  is  the  first  unit  in 
a  $5,000,000  develoiMnent  eventually  to  occupy  65  acres 
and  include  mill  facilities  and  administration  offices. 


Capital  stock  and  assets  of  Zimco  Electric  Supply  Co.  of 
Arcadia  and  Anaheim,  Calif. ,  have  been  acquired  by 
Electric  Supplies  Distributing  Co.  of  San  Diego.  Fred 
G.  Goss,  ESD  president,  says  that  Zimco  will  retain  its 
own  entity  functioning  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of 
his  firm.  The  merger  will  give  an  annual  combined  gross 
sales  volume  in  excess  of  $12,000,000. 

*  *  *  * 


Capt.  Stephen  Sanislo  of  Seattle  can  be  proud  of  what  ho 
started — Rational  Electrical  Week.  This  year  the  whole 
nation  was  made  conscious  of  it  by  publicity,  TV  shows 
and  industry  programs.  Not  the  least  of  these  was 
Seattle’s  first  Pacific  Northwest  Electrical  Industry  Ex¬ 
position  Feb.  14  to  16.  closing  National  Electrical  Week 
at  the  civic  auditorium.  It  was  the  biggest  thing  of  its 
kind  ever  held  in  the  city.  Actual  count  admissions  by 
invitation  reached  nearly  7,000  with  enough  more  to  make 
it  a  10,000  total  admission  (see  story  in  April  issue). 


Across  the  border  in  British  Columbia  all  was  not  well. 

March  brought  in  a  strike  of  1,500  IBiilw  in  the  Vancouver 
and  Victorial  locals  against  B.  C.  Electric  and  its  con¬ 
struction  projects  being  done  by  Hume  &  Rumble  Ltd.  and 
Peterson  Electrical  Construction.  Electrical  service  to 
its  customers  and  line  repairs  were  being  maintained  by 
technical  and  supervisory  personnel.  The  union  turned 
down  the  conciliation  board’s  recommended  boost  of  19% 
wage  increase  for  skilled  workers,  although  B.  C. 
Electric  agreed  to  abide.  The  union  was  determined  to 
get  demands  up  to  40%.  Pay  of  BCE  linemen  was  $2,415  an 
hour.  Of  private  contractors,  $2.49. 


The  Northwest  Line  Constructors  Chapter.  NECA,  and  the  Ore¬ 
gon  Columbia  Chapter  decided  to  have  separate  offices  in 
.Portland.  The  Line  Chapter  of  which  Bob  Hughes,  Spokane, 
is  president  now  headquarters  at  4004  S.  W.  Barbur 
Blvd. ,  Portland,  where  Mrs.  Marian  Carney  is  executive 
secretary.  The  chapter  has  no  chapter  manager,  the  board 
acting  in  that  capacity.  Douglas  Ellis,  coordinator  for 
the  linemen’s  apprenticeship  program,  likewise  headquar¬ 
ters  there. 


New  field  representative  for  NECA  in  District  6.  Oregon, 
Washington  and  Alaska,  Herbert  Hagen  makes  his  head¬ 
quarters  at  the  Oregon  Columbia  Chapter  in  its  new  build¬ 
ing  at  1873  S.  W.  6th  Ave.,  Portland.  Dave  Steinacher, 
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who  headed  the  special  activities  work  for  the  chapter, 
has  gone  to  national  headquarters  of  NECA,  The  chapter 
has  recently  graduated  14  in  a  Job-management  course  in 
Salem,  and  has  a  group  of  12  contractors  interested  in  a 
special  activities  group  to  develop  the  adequate  wiring, 
housepower,  home  lighting  residential  markets.  Bob  Bums, 
manager,  announced. 


High  anrpere  interrupting  capacity  switches  of  special  design 
which  use  high  interrupting  capacity  or  silver  sand  type 
of  fuses  for  overcurrent  protection  may  soon  be  legalized 
in  the  State  of  Oregon  and  the  city  of  Portland,  accord¬ 
ing  to  amendments  being  made.  The  codes  will  likewise 
provide  that  the  plant  using  such  equipment  keep  at  least 
one  spare  set  of  the  expensive  fuses  of  each  rating  of 
switch  or  group  of  switches  handy  to  the  location  of  the 
switch.  Another  code  amendment  being  considered  regards 
clearances  of  fluorescent  fixtures  from  low  density 
cellulose  acoustical  materials.  Joe  Gray,  chief  inspec¬ 
tor,  Portland,  hopes  to  tie  it  down  to  specific  dimen¬ 
sions  and  thus  eliminate  the  confusion  that  exists. 


Possible  addition  of  a  fifth  year  for  electronics  training 
to  the  electrician’s  apprenticeship  is  being  considered 
in  California.  It  was  recommended  at  a  state  IBEW  con¬ 
ference  last  month  in  order  to  prepare  more  qualified 
electricians  to  handle  electronic  control  wiring  and 
equipment.  The  matter  will  be  considered  by  the  state 
committee  developing  apprenticeship  standards.  Some 
opinions  hold  that  with  a  screening  of  highest  grade  ap¬ 
prentices  an  enriched  program  in  the  fourth  year  could 
give  them  the  electronics  training  needed  and  still  hold 
the  apprenticeship  to  fovir  years. 


A  simple  law  for  fees  to  finance  inspection  might  succeed  in 
Washington,  industry  leaders  say,  but  one  which  seeks  to 
build  fences  will  never  get  through  the  state  legisla¬ 
ture.  Work  is  beginning  again  for  a  revision  of  Wash¬ 
ington’s  electric  law  but  this  same  fundamental  problem 
continues  to  arise. 


A  Look  magazine  award  for  outstanding  achievement  in  the 
field  of  electric  wiring  promotion  was  presented  to  the 
Bureau  of  Home  Appliances  of  San  Diego  County  at  the 
National  Adequate  Wiring  conference  in  Detroit  Feb.  20. 
Norman  Ferguson.  California  Electric  Works.  Electrical 
Contractors  Division  vice-chairman,  accepted  the  award. 
He  was  one  of  the  speakers  on  the  program,  describing 
plans  for  successful  commercial  and  industrial  wiring 
promotion.  He  and  Alan  McCutcheon,  coordinator  of  the 
division,  reported  to  the  San  Diego  Electric  Club  at  its 
March  10  meeting. 


Money  for  homebuilding  is  plentiful.  Dr.  LeRoy  Nelson,  told 
a  Boise  audience.  The  reason — insurance  companies  have 
rediscovered  the  West  and  are  buying  up  all  available 
mortgages.  This  leaves  the  banks  with  money  to  loan  for 
more  of  them. 


’’Know  Your  Costs”  is  an  exceptionally  penetrating  study  of 
electrical  contractors’  business,  conducted  for  the 
Electrical  Joint  Industry  Board  of  Arizona  by  a  firm  of 
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"business  consultants,  Sullivan-Murphy  &  Associates. 

After  analyzing  the  operations  of  97%  of  the  contractors 
in  the  state,  the  consultants  found  that  "the  general 
consensus  is  that  the  ’other*  contractor  is  bidding  too 
cheap,  at  cost,  or  below  cost.  After  talking  with  almost 
all  of  these  ’other*  contractors,  it  was  established  that 
the  complaint  regarding  low  bidding  is  quite  Justified. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  ’other’  contractor 
composes  better  than  90%  of  all  contractors— due  to  the 
fact  that  less  than  10%  of  all  in  the  state  actually  know 
their  own  costs.”  The  study,  which  we  hope  to  review  in 
the  May  issue,  goes  on  to  analyze  what  the  costs  are. 


Can  lose 
their  dues 


Of  grave  concern  to  unions  and  to  ;inion  contractors  was 

the  recent  NLRB  case  in  which  the  courts  adjudged  it  un¬ 
necessary  for  a  man  to  get  union  hall  clearance  to  be 
employed.  This  would  break  down  the  long  established 
custom  of  hiring  through  the  union  hall,  and  referring 
Job  applicants  to  the  union  for  clearance.  It  may  also 
require  changes  in  union  shop  agreements. 


Something  of  the  ’’ending  of  an  era”  was  felt  in  the  Oakland 
area  when  Leon  Hampton  sold  at  auction  the  motor  shop  and 
stock  of  T.  L.  Rosenberg  Co.  The  fluorescent  maintenance 
business  and  equipment,  as  well  as  the  T.  0.  Rosenberg 
Co.  name,  was  sold  to  Vincent  Electric  Motor  Co.  to  be 
operated  as  a  separate  division.  Hampton  changed  the 
corporate  name  of  his  firm  to  Crockett  Electric  Co.,  in 
Concord,  Calif. 


The  only  case  before  the  Council  on  Industrial  Relations  for 
the  electrical  contracting  industry  from  the  West  was 
from  Richmond,  Calif.,  where  Northern  California  Chapter, 
NECA,  and  Local  No.  302,  IBEW,  unable  to  agree  on  travel 
regulations  and  pay,  asked  for  a  council  decision.  The 
council  merely  referred  it  back  to  them  for  further 
study. 


It  is  negotiating  time  again  in  all  but  the  Bay  area,  where 
a  two-year  agreement  was  reached  more  or  less  on  an  area¬ 
wide  basis.  Negotiations  are  on  in  Idaho,  Montana, 
Washington,  Oregon,  Colorado  and  Wyoming.  Despite  AFL’s 
building  trades  Chairman  Gray’s  plea  to  hold  the  line, 
vmions  are  ignoring  economic  conditions  and  asking  for 
around  50(^  an  hour  increase.  Moreover,  it  is  election 
year  in  IBEW,  so  perhaps  some  want  to  make  a  showing. 


*  *  *  * 


Market^ 

Development 

.  ’f 

Hanny  Go . ’ Lectric  is  the  name  chosen  for  Los  Angeles 

Department  of  Water  &  Power’s  model  electric  kitchen  at 
Van  Nuys,  a  show  case  of  ideas.  Hundreds  of  suggestions 
were  submitted  in  the  department’s  ’’name”  contest.  The 
winner,  Walter  Miles,  received  $3,000  worth  of  electric 
appliances,  which  will  come  in  mighty  handy — he  is 
building  a  new  home. 


A  Gold  Medallion  Home  will  be  shown  in  the  Lna  AngalPH 
Home  Show,  June  12-22.  Builder  Reznick  ha.a  r 
tract  where  similar  homes  will  be  available— equipped 
to  Bronze  standards,  with  easy  swing  to  Gold  if  the 
buyer  wants  it. 
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Sotithera  California  Edison  has  started  the  system-wide  sales 
meetings  that  will  introduce  its  Medallion  Home  promo¬ 
tion.  Seven  utilities  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  have  ' 
Joined  in  a  campaign  to  tell  builders  and  prospective 
homeowners  what  the  LBE  Medallion  means  to  them.  Edison 
already  has  commitments  for  about  1,000  homes. 


Abandonment  of  fair  trade  by  G-E  and  Sunbeam,  two  of  its 
staunchest  supporters,  brought  mixed  reaction  on  the 
Coast.  Where  discounters  have  been  active,  large  dealers 
and  department  stores  saw  a  chance  to  improve  their 
position  competitively.  Smaller  dealers,  however, “^ex¬ 
pressed  alarm  sipce  they  will  be  working  at  a  smaller 
margin  but  will  not  be  able  to  take  large  ads  to  tell 
of  new  low  prices.  Many  individuals  said  they  did  not 
intend  to  cut  prices  unless  the  competition  did  but  would 
not  be  undersold.  One  major  Jewelry  store  in  southern 
California  with  a  large  gift  department  said  it  would 
get  out^  of  the  appliance  business  for  awhile,  closing 
out  current  inventory  at  the  lowest  prevailing  discount 
prices.  As  the  store’s  manager  put  it,  ”I  can’t  sell  an 
electric  coffee  maker  at  a  10%  mark-up  when  my  operating 
expenses  run  to  30%. ” 


*  «  *  * 


Mechanical  bookkeeping  for  electrical  contractors  will  be 
the  major  subject  of  the  district  meetings  of  NECA  as 
well  as  in  a  number  of  chapter  gatherings.  District  5 
will  meet  at  the  Pioneer  Hotel,  Tucson.  April  28-May  1 
and  a  combined  District  6,  8  and  9  meeting  will  be  held 
at  Biltmore  Hotel.  Los  Angeles,  May  5  to  7. 


Rocky  Mountain  Chapter,  NECA.  has  a  new  format  for  monthly 
meetings^  Dr.  David  L.  Mosconi,  professor  of  economics 
and  finance.  University  of  Denver,  has  been  engaged  to 
give  lectures  at  the  April  7,  June  and  August  meetings. 
Author  of  a  book,  ’’Industrial  Developnent,”  Mosconi ’s 
first  lecture  will  be  on  ’’Capital  Requirements.”  Don 
Larson,  manager,  said  guest  speakers  will  be  had  to  dis¬ 
cuss  general  business  subjects  for  contractors  at  future 
meetings.  Regular  chapter  business  and  technical  sub¬ 
jects  will  be  had  at  alternate  monthly  meetings.  A  semi¬ 
nar  on  mechanical  bookkeeping  will  be  presented  when  the 
Colorado  and  Wyoming  groups  meet  soon.  The  annual  archi¬ 
tects  and  engineers  meeting  has  been  set  for  April  24  at 
Continental  Hotel,  Denver.  Ralph  Johnson,  Sturgeon  Elec¬ 
tric  Co.,  is  chairman.  Johnson  said  an  effort  will  be 
made  ”to  find  some  solution  of  this  devilish  problem  of 
locating  controls  for  air  conditioning  and  heating.” 


Inspector  meeting  dates  in  Nevada,  Utah  and  Idaho  for  the 
annual  chapter  meetings  have  been  set*  The  Nevada  Chap¬ 
ter  will  meet  at  Elko  April  25-27.  Utah  Chapter  will 
meet  at  Provo  April  28.  Idaho  Chapter  was  talking  about 
meeting  at  Boise  April  23.  Eastern  Washington  Chapter 
had  its  big  meeting  at  Coeur  d’Alene  Hotel  March  21. 


What  started  as  a  regional  independent  electrical  contrac¬ 
tors  association  in  Texas  seems  to  be  spreading.  At  a 
meeting  in  Dallas  recently  it  was  decided  to  make  it  a 
national  association  with  the  name  Associated  Independent 
Electrical  Contractors  of  America.  A.  W.  Norwood  of 
•Dallas  is  its  president  and  £.  D.  Ferguson  secretary- 
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treasurer,  A  meeting  is  scheduled  In  Little  Rock  April 
11  and  12.  Inquiries  for  membership,  the  officers  say, 
have  come  from  California.  It  is  open  to  both  union  and 
nonunion  contractors. 


.  The  Spring  Rational  Meeting  of  the  American  Power  Pis- 
•patchers  Assn,  will  bo  held  in  Los  Angeles  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  April  25  and  26. 


From  The  Desk  of 

Veryl  Hoover,  President,  RMEL 


RMEL  members  in  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  South  Dakota  and 
Wyoming  reflect  healthy  growth  in  new  electric  service 
facilities,  clients  and  equipment  sales  in  the  increased 
use  of  electricity. 

There  is  every  indication  that  the  1958  growth  in  the 
Rocky  Movmtains  will  equal,  and  very  likely  surpass,  1957 
records.  Last  year  the  utilities  in  the  area  showed  an 
8%  gain  over  1956  in  gross  electric  revenues.  The  soft¬ 
ening  in  the  national  economy  has  not  been  too  pro¬ 
nounced  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  area.  The  home  building 
and  construction  outlook  generally  will  bo  equal  to  or 
better  than  last  year. 

The  RMEL  Spring  Conference,  to  be  held  in  Denver  April 
13-15,  will  feature  the  developments  in  nuclear  power, 
even  though  the  Rocky  Mountain  region  has  plenty  of 
native  fuel.  Section  chairmen  for  the  Spring  Confer¬ 
ence  are:  Accounting  Committee,  C.  M.  Melby,  Public 
Service  Co.  of  Colorado;  Adequate  Wiring  Committee, 

C.  A.  Stoakes,  Public  Service  Co.  of  Colorado;  Engi¬ 
neering  Committee,  Lewis  B.  Gay,  Allis-Chalmers  Mfg. 

Co.,  Denver;  Information  Committee,  P.  J.  Kronenberger 
Jr.,  Colorado  Central  Power  Co.,  Englewood;  Sales  and 
Promotion  Committee,  S.  W.  Huntsman,  Public  Service  Co. 
of  Colorado. 

A  new  activity  is  RMEL’s  program  to  recognize  former  active 
members  now  retired.  The  Executive  Committee  has  ap¬ 
pointed  J.  E.  "Ernie”  Wilson  of  Colorado  Central  Power 
Co.  as  chairman  of  this  committee.  Look  for  some  rec¬ 
ognition  of  these  industry  veterans  at  the  Spring 
Conference. 

(Why  not  plan  your  vacation  around  the  55th  Annual  Fall  Con¬ 
vention,  to  be  held  at  Jackson  Lake  Lodge,  Moran,  Wyo., 
Sept.  14  to  17?  Don  Spangenberg  heads  up  the  program 
committee  for  this  year's  convention.) 

Don’t  forget  to  look  in  on  the  Electric  Show  sponsored  by 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Electrical  Manufacturers'  Representa¬ 
tives  Club,  to  ba  held  at  the  Denver  Auditorium  April 
16-18,  following  the  Spring  Conference. 

Dealer  participation  is  at  a  new  high  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
area.  The  belt-tightening  effects  of  the  business 
economy  is  tending  to  bring  more  aggressive  dealer  par¬ 
ticipation  in  all  of  the  electric  promotions. 

Keen  interest  is  expressed  in  the  RMEL  promotions  plan 
for  this  spring  and  early  summer.  Modem  kitchens  will 
be  featured  from  March  25  to  the  end  of  April.  The  pro¬ 
motions  center  on  ranges,  water  heaters,  dryers,  and 
waste  disposers.  Promotion  of  dishwashers  follows  in 
May,  followed  by  air  conditioning  during  June  and  July. 
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